ETEE PRESIDENT (Dr. Albert A. Gray) said he always felt in some difficulty when the diagnosis of tuberculosis of the ear was in question. He admitted he occasionally judged a case by the result; if it got better he concluded that was, on the whole, against the idea of tuberculosis. He therefore hoped to learn much from this debate.
Dr. WYATT WINGRAVE said that the pathologist's share in the diagnosis of tuberculosis of the ear was mainly concerned in the examination of discharge and of curettage material. In the discharge one naturally looked for tubercle bacilli. This was often disappointing as compared with sputum, for they were rarely seen except in acute cases.
In chronic cases, however, the discharge frequently presented acidfast bacilli which had a striking resemblance to tubercle bacilli, and unless carefully stained and critically examined might lead to mistakes. They differed from tubercle in readily yielding the fuchsin to alcohol after differentiating in H2SO4. In shape they varied considerably; some bore a striking resemblance to tubercle, while others might be thick or thin, long or short, massed, felted, fasciculated, or discrete. Further, they grew readily on agar, but lost their acid-fast property. They were not " colour-true "-i.e., they were apt to take up the counter-stain. In aural disease associated with atrophic rhinitis they must be specially looked for, as they were the most prominent and persistent organisms in this affection. In curettage material perhaps more reliable evidence was found, since giant cells or bacilli were easily seen, whereas in discharges giant cells were uncommon. One must be careful to distinguish between the genuine giant cell and the large multinucleated (syncytial) cell so often present in non-specific granulomata involving the bone (peri-and end-osteal) . Giant cells were very common in chronic tuberculosis but rare in acute, exactly the reverse of tubercle bacilli, which were extremely rare in chronic cases. So much so that it was a working rule that in chronic tuberculosis giant cells were +, bacilli -; acute tuberculosis, giant cells were -, bacilli +. Instances of primary tuberculosis seemed specially to select the meatus,
